Governance And Policy Spaces (GAPS) Project

The Governance And Policy Spaces (GAPS) Project, funded by the Ford Foundation, is situated in the Center for Economic and Social Studies (CESS), Hyderabad, and is initiated to conduct systematic research and advocacy on governance and policy processes in Andhra Pradesh. The Project aims to explore the spaces within the policy processes and to influence them from the point of view of the marginalized. Initially, it is concentrating on policy analysis of key sectors such as agriculture, handlooms, irrigation, power, public health, and the public transport. 

The Project is initiated by a team of scholars with interest and expertise in policy processes in Andhra Pradesh. The team consists of Prof. K. Srinivasulu, Honorary Director of the Project, from the Department of Political Science, Osmania University, Prof. Rajen Harshe, from the Department of Political Science, University of Hyderabad, Dr. Jos Mooij from the Institute of Social Studies, The Hague, Netherlands, Dr. K.C. Suri from the Department of Political Science, Nagarjuna University, Guntur, Dr. Arun Kumar Patnaik from the Department of Political Science, University of Hyderabad.

The main themes of the Project at present:

Public policy towards agriculture sector in A.P.: Dr. K.C. Suri is the main researcher of this project and work in this involves analysis, research and advocacy regarding the plight of the small and marginal farmers in the state.
Public policy towards handloom weavers in A.P.: Prof. K Srinivasulu, Hon. Director of GAPS project, is the main researcher of this project and this involves research and advocacy on the various aspects of the public policy towards handloom sector.
Stakeholder participation in reform process: Prof. Rajen Harshe is the main researcher of this theme. The exploration in this theme will be on stakeholder participation in different sectors of the reform process. The work under this theme began with the workshop on stakeholder participation in Power Sector reform.

Public policy towards health sector in A.P.: Dr Jos Mooij from the Institute of Social Studies (ISS), The Hague, is the main researcher of this project and the work involves exploration of various aspects of public health situation in Andhra Pradesh. Dr Mooij is a senior scholar with expertise in policy research and has conducted research earlier on different policy processes in Andhra Pradesh.

Public policy towards urban displacement in A.P.: Dr Arun Kumar Patnaik, collaborating with Dr C Rama Chandraiah, is the main researcher of this project and the work involves studying the policy processes towards displacement and rehabilitation of marginalized groups owing to large urban projects.

The above-mentioned themes are not exhaustive and the GAPS project is an open-ended one and as the work progresses more themes will be explored. The project aims at encouraging young scholars from different social science disciplines to take up research, analysis and advocacy on different policy processes in Andhra Pradesh from a comparative and inter-disciplinary point of view. The project also aims at encouraging young scholars to pursue their M Phil and Ph D degrees in policy studies. 

Dr V Anil Kumar, Research Officer and Mr. K S Vijaya Sekhar, Research Assistant/Secretary are the project staff.
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